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ABOUT HIS WORK 
Tom Butler’s works are based on Victorian cabinet cards which he paints with beautifully 
delicate gouache, each subject is laboriously transformed, being engaged by an inexplicable 
shape, pattern or species. The inherent character of the card, with its clear traces of the 
passing of time; and the appearance and positioning of the sitter, prompt Butler to 
instinctively decide how and where to alter the original object. His motifs include geometric 
clouds, bisecting barriers, floral transformations and spiritual exhalations.  
 
 


